ON YOUR LETTERHEAD
Dear Restaurant Manager/Owner:

I am writing to commend you for making your restaurant smoke-free, and to inform you that your restaurant’s name, address and phone number will be included on the _______ County Smoke Free Dining Guide and Web Page.  This web page (which receives between _________ hits per month), includes a list of smoke-free restaurants in the county, and your restaurant will be included, unless you contact me and ask for us not to include you. 
There are more than 40 cancer causing substances in secondhand smoke, which is responsible for 3,000 lung cancer deaths and more than 30,000 heart attack deaths each year among nonsmokers in the United States.  Your smoke-free restaurant is helping people breathe easier.  

In 2006 the US Surgeon General reported that there is no known safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke. He further reported that ventilation is not able to fully remove the toxins in secondhand smoke from the air, but a smoke-free policy can protect workers and others from the health hazards of secondhand smoke.

A 2006 Elon University Poll showed that 84 percent of North Carolinians believe people eating in a restaurant should be free from secondhand smoke. 79 percent said restaurant employees should be able to work in a smoke-free environment.

Studies show that restaurants that go smoke-free don’t lose money by doing so and some might increase revenues.  The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reviewed all studies on this and in July 2005, issued this statement:  “Research has consistently shown that smoking restrictions do not have a negative impact on restaurants and bars.”
I have enclosed a ______County Smoke-Free Dining Sticker and Certificate to indicate that your restaurant is smoke-free.  By seeing this sticker on your door and the certificate in the restaurant near your Sanitation Grade, your patrons will be assured that they are breathing clean air.  

Thank you for supporting clean air in _______County, and for allowing citizens to breathe a little easier.

Sincerely,

