FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE:






CONTACT: (Name and Phone)

HEALTH DEPARTMENT PROMOTES SMOKE-FREE DINING 

(Your Town) – The (Name of Health Department) Health Department today unveiled a new program designed to make dining out healthier for local residents and visitors.


The Smoke-Free Dining Program is part of a statewide effort to promote healthy smokefree restaurants by informing would-be patrons of the smoking-status of restaurants before they walk in and risk exposure.


“We have known for some time that secondhand smoke causes cancer and is a trigger for asthma.  The recent Surgeon General’s Report on secondhand smoke and its impact on health prompted this program,” said (Name of Health Director), health director. “The Surgeon General stated that there is no safe level of exposure to secondhand smoke. As the local health department, it’s our duty to let citizens know that if they enter a restaurant that allows smoking inside, they are taking a risk.”


Only those restaurants that are completely Smoke-free in ________ County will now display a window sticker that looks like a traffic light with the green light on.


“When you see the sticker with a traffic light on it, you know it is safe to go in,” said Ann Houston Staples, director of public education for the Tobacco Prevention and Control Branch, NC Department of Health and Human Services. 


In addition to providing the window/door sticker and a certificate to hang near the restaurant sanitation grade, the Health Department is also providing an on-line list of smoke-free area restaurants at (URL). So far, ____ restaurants are listed.


“I am proud of the number of restaurants that have made the decision to provide a healthy, safe atmosphere for employees and patrons,” said (Health Director’s Last Name). “It shows how important good health is to the folks in this community.”
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