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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

on “Enclosed” Areas  
N.C.  Smoke-Free Restaurants and Bars Law 

   
What is the new rule to clarify the definition of enclosed areas in the smoke-free law? 
 T e Norr  Caro ina srare  aw (G.S. 130a-496) pro ibirs smoking in “enc ose ” areas of resrauranrs an  bars.  

An area in a resrauranr or bar is enclosed if ir  as a roof or or er over ea  covering, and permanenr or 
remporary wa  s or si e coverings on r ree or more si es r ar make up 55 percent or more of r e rora  
combine  perimerer surface area.  

 
          In or er wor s, for an area wir  roof ro be consi ere  unenclosed, rwo or more of r e four permanenr or 

remporary wa  s or si e coverings musr be open ro r e our oors an  r e wa  s or si e covering musr make up 
 ess r an 55 percent of r e rora  combine  perimerer surface area. 

 
  What is considered a roof or overhead covering, according to the rule? 
 A roof or over ea  covering inc u es any permanenr or remporary p ysica  barrier or rerracrab e  ivi er.  

Mareria s r ar make a roof or over ea  covering inc u e woo , mera , canvas, rarp, c or , g ass, renr mareria , 
p asric, viny  s eering, fabric s a es,  arrice, awning mareria , po yurer ane s eering or any or er simi ar 
mareria . Mes  screens r ar a  ow free movemenr of air an  are 0.011 gauge wir  an 18 x 16 mes  counr or 
more open mes  size are nor consi ere  over ea  coverings.  

  
What is considered a wall or side covering, according to the rule? 
 T e crireria are r e same as for a roof or over ea  covering. A wa   or si e covering inc u es any permanenr or 

remporary p ysica  barrier or rerracrab e  ivi er. Mareria s r ar make a wa   or si e covering inc u e woo , 
mera , canvas, rarp, c or , g ass, renr mareria , p asric, viny  s eering, fabric s a es,  arrice, awning mareria , 
po yurer ane s eering or any or er simi ar mareria . Mes  screens r ar a  ow free movemenr of air an  are 
0.011 gauge wir  an 18 x 16 mes  counr or more open mes  size are nor consi ere  wa  s or si e coverings.  

  
How does the rule define an opening?   
 An opening means a  oor, a win ow, or any or er aperrure r ar is open ro r e our oors.  
 
What happens if openings need to be closed due to cold weather, rain, or because the restaurant is closing up for 

the day? 
 If r e openings in an unenc ose  area are covere , suc  r ar r e area ar r e rime meers r e  efinirion of being 

enc ose , r en smoking musr be pro ibire  in r e area w i e r e openings are covere , r e as rrays musr be 
remove  from r e area an  no smoking signs musr be posre . 

  
 Does the rule address the situation of having windows or doors that form part of the partition between an 

enclosed area and an unenclosed area? In other words, can a door between the outdoor patio and indoor 
restaurant remain open when weather permits?  

 If win ows or  oors form any parr of r e parririon berween an enc ose  area an  an unenc ose  area r ar is 
use  for smoking, r ese openings s a   be c ose  ar a   rimes  uring r e operarion of r e esrab is menr excepr 
for ingress an  egress ro prevenr migrarion of smoke inro r e enc ose  area. 

  
  
Is smoking allowed in the outdoor section of a restaurant/bar? 
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 If r e our oor secrion meers r e  efinirion of an “unenc ose ” area, r en smoking is nor pro ibire  by  aw. 
However, resrauranr /bar owners an  managers may vo unrari y pur inro p ace a po icy r ar pro ibirs smoking 
in r ese unenc ose  areas.   

  
How do you measure the total combined perimeter surface area? 

Srep 1: Measure r e WIDTH an  HEIGHT of eac  wa   or si e forming r e perimerer of r e area un er 
consi erarion.  (Use on y verrica  an   orizonra  si es; roof an  f oor are nor inc u e ) 

Srep 2:   Mu rip y r e WIDTH rimes r e HEIGHT of eac  wa   or si e ro  erermine r e Square Footage of eac  
wa   or si e. 

Srep 3:   A   r e Square Footage of eac  wa   or si e ro fin  r e Total Combined Perimeter Surface Area. 
Srep 4:   Measure r e WIDTH an  HEIGHT of r e openings ro r e our oors in eac  wa   or si e. 
Srep 5:   Mu rip y r e WIDTH rimes r e HEIGHT of eac  opening ro r e our oors in r e wa  s or si es ro 

 erermine r e Square Foorage of eac  opening(s). 
Srep 6:   A   r e Square Foorage of eac  opening ro r e our oors in r e wa  s or si es ro fin  r e Open Surface 

Area. 
Srep 7:   Divi e r e Open Surface Area by r e Total Combined Perimeter Surface Area ro  erermine r e 

percenrage of r e wa  s or si es r ar are open ro r e our oors. 
Srep 8:  Derermine if r e area in r e resrauranr or bar is enclosed if ir  as a roof or or er over ea  covering, and 

permanenr or remporary wa  s or si e coverings on r ree or more si es r ar make up 55 percent or 
more of r e rora  combine  perimerer surface area. 

  

Examples can be viewed at http://tobaccopreventionandcontrol.ncdhhs.gov/smokefreenc/rules.htm, 
“How to Measure if an Area is Enclosed.” 

  
  

Why was the rule adopted? 
T e  egis arive inrenr be in  r e Smoke-Free Resrauranrs an  rars  aw was ro pro ibir smoking in oors in 
enc ose  areas of resrauranrs an  bars ro prorecr workers an  cusromers a ike from r e proven  angers of 
secon  an  smoke. T e ru e was a opre  ro specifica  y c arify r e  efinirion of enclosed areas. Ir provi es 
objecrive an  quanrifiab e measuremenrs ro ensure consisrenr inrerprerarion an  enforcemenr of r e  aw 
srarewi e.  
  

How will the rule be enforced?  
T e owner or manager of r e esrab is menr is responsib e for comp iance wir  r e  aw. Loca   ea r   eparrmenr 
environmenra   ea r  sraff s a   assess comp iance wir  r is ru e  uring r e nexr require  inspecrion fo  owing 
r e effecrive  are of r is ru e an  subsequenr y as necessary. T e require  p an review for new resrauranrs an  
bars un ergoing a c ange in owners ip s a   inc u e review for comp iance wir  r is ru e.  
  

How can I file a complaint if someone is smoking in a restaurant or bar?  
A vio arion can be reporre  on ine ar www.SmokeFree.NC.gov or by conracring your  oca   ea r   eparrmenr.  
Conracr informarion for  oca   ea r   eparrmenrs can be foun  ar www.ncalhd.org/county.htm. U rimare y, 
businesses r ar are nor fo  owing r e smoke-free  aw may be issue  warnings an /or fines for vio aring r e  aw. 
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